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COVER STORY

Navigating Global Trade:

**Introduction*”

proper documentation is paramount for successful cross-border transactions. One

essential document that holds significant importance is the Certificate of Origin. The
National Chamber of Exporters of Sri Lanka (NCE), an exclusive trade Chamber serving the
export sector, plays a pivotal role in providing this document along with a range of other vital
services. This article delves into the significance of obtaining a Certificate of Origin from the
NCE and why itis a crucialstep for exporters.

I n the intricate world of international trade, adherence to regulatory requirements and

**The National Chamber of Exporters of Sri Lanka (NCE)**

The National Chamber of Exporters (NCE) stands as a cornerstone of support for Sri Lankan
exporters. It is the sole trade Chamber dedicated solely to the export sector, advocating for
the interests of exporters and fostering their growth. Beyond its advocacy role, the NCE offers
a suite of services that are indispensable for exporters aiming to navigate the complexities of
internationaltrade.

**Understanding the Certificate of Origin**

1. "*Defining the Certificate of Origin**: A Certificate of Origin is an official document that attests
to the country in which a particular product was manufactured. It serves as a crucial piece of
information for customs authorities, determining factors such as applicable tariffs, trade
preferences, and adherence tointernational trade agreements.

2. ""Ensuring Compliance™: Certificates of Origin are not just administrative documents; they
hold legal and trade significance. They ensure that products meet the eligibility criteria for
preferential trade agreements, thereby enhancing the competitiveness of exports in foreign
markets.

**The Importance of Obtaining a Certificate of Origin™*

1. ""Trade Agreements and Tariff Preferences’": Many countries are part of trade agreements
that offer tariff preferences to goods originating from certain nations. A valid Certificate of
Origin, issued by an authorized body like the NCE, is often a prerequisite for availing these
benefits. This can significantly reduce the cost of exports and boost their attractiveness in
foreign markets.

2. "Navigating Customs Procedures®: Customs authorities rely on the information in a
Certificate of Origin to determine the appropriate tariff classification and verify compliance
with regulations. A correctly issued certificate expedites the customs clearance process,
minimizing delays at the border.

3. "Building Credibility and Trust™: In the competitive global marketplace, credibility is
paramount. A Certificate of Origin issued by a recognized authority adds a layer of authenticity
to the exported goods, instilling confidence in foreign buyers and authorities.
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HIGHLIGHT OF THE MONTH

Award Application Closing Date
- On 20" September -

We are pleased to inform you that the 31*°NCE
Export Awards Award Application is now
available on our website, www.nce.lk

The application closing date will be
20" September 2023 and this year as well,

Applicants who will be applying under the

general Awards categories can submit the

application for the NCE Challenge Trophy
separately to win the Special Awards for the
“Best Ethical Trading Exporter of the year.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Group Awareness Session on Trade Agreements

NCE
Conference
Hall

From 2 pm
to5 pm

th

5
September

2023

NCE conducted a seminar for exporters on Trade Agreements to create awareness related to
exporting under preferential schemes, and regional, bilateraland free trade and as a follow-up, we are
organizing small group meetings in which further information on how you may use these Trade
Agreements to boost your exports will be discussed in detail. We invite you to join this important
programme and you canregister by sending an emailto nce@nce.lk

NCE Fellowship Event
- - -
Jetwing

Ap / o, Colombo 07

) |

€

From 6 pm
onwards

22nd
September
2023

Under the Membership Drive initiative, NCE will be organizing the second

for prospective NCE members. This will provide you with an opportunity to understand the
Chamber's services as well as create possibilities for connections with fellow exporters. We invite you
to participatein thisvaluable initiative, and you may register by sending an emailto nce@nce.Llk.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

National Chamber of Exporters of Sri Lanka (NCE)
Business Delegation to,

THE UNITED
KINGDOM

From 11" to 15" September 2023

through strategic trade promotion, and we create

direct links between exporters, buyers,
distributors, and potential partners through expertly
arranged trade delegation meetings, fostering tailored
interactions that communicate distinct values and forge
enduring cross-border bonds. In response to the requst
from members, the National Chamber of Exporters of Sri
Lanka (NCE) is organizing an exclusive Exporters
Delegation to England from September 11" to 15", 2023 in
collaboration with the Sri Lankan Mission and Trade
Chambers. Participating in a trade delegation
programme provide exporters with access to vital
information and connections related to their target
markets. These programmes serve as sources of market
intelligence, including consumer preferences,
competitive landscapes, regulatory frameworks, and
prospective avenues of growth..

N CE actively promotes exporters' market presence

IniCordinationWith

The High Commissior

of the Democratic Socialis

Republic of Sri Lanka ir

TheUnited Kingdon A
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ACTIVITIES OF THE CHAMBER

NCE representatives held a meeting with Honorable Ali Sabry, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, to
deliberate on the Chamber's initiatives related to overseas delegations and to explore opportunities
for collaboration with Sri Lankan Overseas Missions. During this interaction, the NCE expressed its
gratitude to the Minister and the Ministry for their valuable support in facilitating overseas
delegations, acknowledging the pivotal role played by Sri Lankan Missions in extending their full
support.

Furthermore, the meeting encompassed discussions about the establishment of a digital platform
where all Sri Lankan Overseas Missions can regularly update country-specific information. This
platform is envisioned to be a valuable resource for exporters, providing them with pertinent
information to enhance theirinternationaltrade endeavors.
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ACTIVITIES OF THE CHAMBER

Conduct of the 2" Member Group Meeting

business-oriented entities, the NCE is working hard to provide members with market

access opportunities. Furthermore, the chamber's mission is to lobby on behalf of our
member exporters' sectoral challenges, and a series of meetings with important authorities
are planned to accompulish this.

Through strong links with Sri Lankan missions abroad, trade chambers, and other

We have organized a series of member group meetings to increase awareness of Chamber
activities and how members may gain additional benefits from Chamber Services, and the
02" NCE member group meeting was conducted successfully on 04" August 2023 from 3to 4
p.m. at the Jetwing Colombo with 35 NCE Member Companies.

Mr. Jayantha Karunaratne, President of the NCE, and Mr. Shiham Marikar, SG/CEO, gave the
introductory comments, stressing the Chamber's activities and how members may utilize
Chamber Services. The objectives of this effort were to encourage active involvement from
members, enhance awareness of chamber events, and encourage member engagement.
Ms. Subhashini Abeysinghe, Research Director Verité Research and a well-known economist
addressed the audience by presenting a brief on National Budget Tracker and areas our
exporters should focus on when submitting budget proposals this year, adding value to this
event. The event was conducted in partnership with SLECIC (Sri Lanka Exporter Credit
Insurance Corporation) who is a Strategic Partner of NCE.
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ACTIVITIES OF THE CHAMBER

The National Institute of Exports (NIOE), the NCE's education arm, in collaboration with the
Colombo School of Business and Management (CSBM), offers a professional qualification in
International Trade Management to the Exporter Community and those interested in pursuing
acareerinlnternationalTrade.

Officials from NCE/NIOE and CSBM met today at the NCE Office to discuss developing a
customized Diploma Programme for the Exporter community.

Ernst & Young (EY) renews collaboration as the Facilitator
for the NCE Export Awards 2023 - Judging process

The well-known multinationalaudit firm Ernst & Young (EY), The Strategic Knowledge Partner
of NCE , renews their collaboration to become the Facilitator for the Judging process of the
NCE Export Awards 2023. They will assist the Chamber by providing professionalinputs for the
judging process of the Export Awards, to ensure transparency and integrity in the selection of
Award Winners, to enable benchmarking of this event with a high profile, and credibility,
among the Business Community in Sri Lanka, and especially among Sri Lankan Exporters.
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ACTIVITIES OF THE CHAMBER

Exporters Fellowship

NCE hosted a fellowship evening to highlight some of the Chamber's activities for the benefit
of exporters. This event was organized as part of the Membership Drive initiative at Hotel
Jetwing Col.07 on August 11, 2023, and was attended by around 40 leading exporters from
various sectors.

Mr. Lakshan Algama and Mr. Farhath Amith, representing the Chamber Management
Committee, attended this occasion, and Dr. Manisha Rodrigo, Group Chief Executive Officer,
Bopitiya Auto Enterprises / Bopitiya Auto Springs, recounted her experience as a Chamber
member. Asia Securities participated in the event and briefed participants on how exporters
may obtain their exclusive services.
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ACTIVITIES OF THE CHAMBER

NCE's Involvement in Parliament Meeting to
Address Concerns About SVAT Removal

NCE President Mr. Jayantha Karunaratne, along with officials Mr. Shiham Marikar, Secretary-
General, and Ms. Rukmi Hettiarachchi, Senior Executive for Member Services, took part in a
meeting convened by the Sectorial Oversight Committee at the Parliament of Sri Lanka on
August 21, 2023. The meeting centered on discussions about the removal of SVAT (Simplified
Value Added Tax). Chairman of the Committee, Hon. Gamini Weleboda, sought insights from
both public and private sector representatives concerning SVAT removal. During the meeting,
the NCE President conveyed exporters' concerns regarding the proposal to eliminate SVAT
and underscored its potentialadverse effects on the exporting community.

Asia Securities Private Limited, a leading
investment firm in Sri Lanka led by an
internationally experienced management
team, renewed its Strategic Partnership
with NCE to engage in Chamber activities
and provide exclusive services to the
Export Community.
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ACTIVITIES OF THE CHAMBER

NCE held its monthly Management Committee &
Council Meeting

NCE held the Monthly Management and Council Meeting at the Chamber Premises on August
17,2023, when important Chamber operating aspects and sectoral concerns were discussed,
followed by an evening of networking. The networking event was conducted in collaboration
with Seylan Bank PLC, an NCE Strategic Partner.

Mr Ramesh Jayasekara, Director/CEO of Seylan Bank PLC, briefed the Council members on
the Exclusive Services that the bank provides to the Exporter Community.

The National Chamber of Exporters of Sri Lanka wishes to express its
heartfelt gratitude to Mr. T. Krishnakumar, Council Member who
represents International Distillers Ltd, for the generous contribution
towards the Chamber.

Certificate Awarding Ceremony for Preventive Controls
Qualified Individual (PCQI)

The National Chamber of Exporters of Sri Lanka

(NCE), in partnership with Hatton National Bank,
awarded Preventative Controls Qualified Individual
(PCQI) certificates to 30 Export Company Employees
who successfully completed the course. As per the
United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
requirement it is recommended for Export
Companies exporting to the USA market to have their
own PCQl-trained staff so that the required safety
and standard of Export Products are met. This
course is designed for exporters who want to satisfy
the PCQI training requirements. The Certificate
Awarding Ceremony for these 30 certified persons

was held at HNB Head Office on August 28, 2023.
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ACTIVITIES OF THE CHAMBER
Late Deshabandu Patrick Amarasinghe Memorial Hall

31" August 2023, marks a momentous
occasion as we gathered to inaugurate
and open the doors of the “Late
Deshabandu Patrick Amarasinghe
Memorial Hall". This hall stands as a
testament to our commitment to
preserving and commemorating the
stories, the sacrifices, and the enduring
spirit that have shaped our shared history.

Within these walls, we have created a space that not only pays homage to the past but also
serves as a beacon of knowledge, remembrance, and reflection. The “Late Deshabandu
Patrick Amarasinghe Memorial Hall” will stand as a living tribute to the lives and experiences
that have contributed to our successfuljourneyat NCE.

May this hall become a sanctuary for remembrance, a place where we honour the memories
ofthose who have paved the way for us and a source of inspiration for generations to come.
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ACTIVITIES OF THE CHAMBER

Unveiling of the portrait of the Immediate
Past President of NCE

On 31 August 2023, we gathered with great honour and respect to unveil the portrait of our
Immediate Past President Mr. Ravi Jayawardena.

This portrait serves as a reminder of the dedication, commitment, and vision that Mr. Jayawardena
brought tothe NCE.

As we unveil this portrait, let us remember the milestones achieved during Mr. Ravi Jayawardena 's
tenure, the progress that was made, and the unity that he worked to fosteramong our members.

With immense joy and pride, we gathered on 31st August 2023 to mark the ceremonial opening of our
new office. This momentous occasion is not just about physical infrastructure; it's a symbol of our
commitment to excellence, growth, and abrighter future.

The journey to this day has been one of vision, hard work, and collective effort. Our new office premises
stands as a testament to the dedication of every member of our team and the unshakeable support of
our esteemed partners.

Our Past Presidents, Patrons, Family Members of Late Deshabandu Patrick Amarasinghe, Mr. L.S.G.
Tillekeratne- Former Director Member Services of NCE, Members of the Management Committee,
and NCE Secretariat joined us in commemorating this significant milestone.

As we step into this new chapter, let's remember that our office is not just a place of work, but a space
where ideas flourish, relationships deepen, and dreams find their wings.
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THE NCE SENDS THEIR WARMEST
CONGRATULATIONS 1o,

At 129th CTTA AGM - NCE
President Mr. Jayantha
Karunaratne was recognized as
a honorary member of CTTA for
his exceptional contributions
and unwavering dedication that
have left an indelible mark on
CTTA and its mission.

Mr. Indhra Kaushal Rajapaksa- Vice President of NCE,
was appointed as the Lions Multiple District MD306
Council Chairman and also the Vice President
Singapore Business Council.

Mr. Sean Van Dort - NCE Council Member was elected
as Chairman of The Sri Lanka Shippers' Council (SLSC)
atthes3rd Annual General Meeting of SLSC.
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NEWS ROOM

Sri Lanka Customs yesterday warned the
public to be aware of a spate of financial
frauds and such fraudsters who act like

Customs officials and ask to transfer

Read More.. money to unknown bank accounts to
clear goods and gifts that may reach

individuals through their social media

accounts.

The gross official reserve level (GOR)
increased to around USD 3.7 billion by
end June...

Read More..

The Sri Lanka Gem and Jewellery
Association recently presented its ‘Sri

Lanka Gemstone Hub Strategy
Sapphire Capital of the World’ proposal
to the state.

Read More..

1. NCE Annual Export Awards 2023-
Application closing date. Read More..

2. Internship Opportunities for University
Students. Read More..

Stay Naturals Ltd. Sri Lanka, one of 3. Job Fair — Workforce Requirement of
the largest essential oil, oleoresin and NCE Member Exporters. Read More..

food ingredient manufacturers and

exporters of Sri Lanka, having its 1‘ NCE A:"“I.a' Etg(pogt Ava_ard; 2023-

state-of-the-art manufacturing facility R‘év:o: I; orgp Ication Briefing session.

located in Matale, has taken a bold —

and significant stride for further value

addition of its operations with its first

ever expansion outside of Sri Lanka.

Read More..
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NEWS ROOM

Dollar to Sri Lankan Rupee Currency Exchange Rate Prediction

The exchange rate between the United States Dollar (USD) and the Sri Lankan Rupee (LKR) is
subject to various economic factors that influence the international currency market.
Forecasting exchange rates is a complex task that involves considering economic indicators,
geopolitical events, and market sentiment. As we approach September 2023, let's delve into
acomprehensive analysis of the potential trends for the USD to LKR exchange rate during the
upcoming month.

Forecasting exchange rates is a complex endeavor that requires considering a multitude of
factors, many of which are subject to change. As we approach September 2023, keeping an
eye on economic indicators, central bank decisions, and global events will provide valuable
insightsinto the potential trends for the USD to LKR exchange rate. Investors, businesses, and
individuals alike should remain vigilant and well-informed to make informed decisions in the
ever-changing currency market.

Dollar to SL Rupee forecast for the upcoming days

Source
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Welcome to the NCE Family

The following export-oriented organizations joined the
Chamber during the month of August 2023.

General Members (Ordinary / Associate)

No. 119/1, Kaduwela Road,

No. 240, Torrington Avenue,
Kothalawala, Kaduwela

Colombo
N/A N/A
011 25 074 22/23 011 25 40 808
@ www.microcells.net @ www.apslanka.com

04 Circular Road, Bangalawatta,

400, Deans Road, Colombo 10
Mabola

N/A N/A

011 26 77 362 011 29 46 495

www.sopplanka.lk

www.haycarb.com

Aspiring Exporters

No . 119, Kaduwela Road,
Battaramulla

sarathel@masholdings.com

+9477 30 12 240

@ www.masholdings.com
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Main Services by the Chamber

PUBLICATION OF THE “SRI LANKA EXPORT

The Magazine is published quarterly and carries valuable articles of current interest to Exporters
such as, trade information, export statistics, export market trends, export performance indicators
etc. It is distributed among Member companies of the Chamber and to all trade points in Sri
Lanka and overseas markets and also to leading corporate clients. The Magazine is also a
powerful platform for Exporters and services providers to exporters to advertise and create
awareness of their products and services.

EXPORTER DIGEST

Exporter Digest is a monthly publication released on the first of each month that highlights
Chamber activities and provides brand recognition to our Exporters and Strategic Partners. This
publication also includes an outline of the Chamber's upcoming events.

ISSUE OF CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN AND R

The NCE is a designated Chamber by State authorities to issue Certificates of Origin (CO) and
related documents to Sri Lankan Exporters. COs issued to both member and non-member
exporters and all Members are entitled to concessionary rates that can be obtained manually or
digitally.

RECOGNITION OF EXPORT PERFORMANCE

The Annual NCE Export Awards, the flagship event of the Chamber serves to recognize and
reward export performance of Sri Lankan Exporters of Goods and Services, and Service
Providers to Exporters. It is open for both member and non-member exporters in Sri Lanka. It is
the most prestigious event in the Sri Lankan business calendar.

DISSEMINATION OF TRADE INQUIRIES AN

Trade inquiries and trade leads received from Sri Lankan missions overseas, foreign trade
Chambers, and other trade organizations are disseminated to members on a timely basis. Specific
trade inquiries are provided exclusively to members in the relevant sectors.

CONDUCT OF TRAINING PROGRAMMES A

Conduct Training Programmes on export related subjects for the benefit of members and non
members

PARTICIPATION IN TRADE FAIRS, EXHIBITI

Participates in overseas and local Trade fairs & Trade Exhibitions and Organizes Trade
Promotion Programmes and Trade Delegations, as well as Inward Buying Missions.

ETHICAL TRADING CERTIFICATION (CET) - A u
Members

The Chamber issues the 'Certificate of Ethical Trading' to Member Exporters who follow Ethical
Trading and Conformity to Good Environmental and Social Practices, based on 08 Principles
which have been developed and followed by the Chamber. The certification confirms that the
Member Complies with international standards on ethical behavior, labour, environment etc.
The CET Provides a competitive advantage in international markets.
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Main Services by the Chamber

Continued..

WEBSITE FACILITIES (www.nce.lk)

The website provides free listing for member companies and frequent updates on chamber
activities and Trade related information.

SECTORAL MEETINGS

The Chamber organizes monthly Sectoral meetings for members under the leadership of the
Sectoral Heads in the Council of the Chamber, in order to prepare strategic plans for the sectors,
and to highlight policy and operational issues which need resolution.

REPRESENTATION OF MACRO AND INDIV

Represents and supports individual as well as macro issues faced by members, at the relevant
State Institutions and Forums, with a view to resolving them.

DISSEMINATION OF MARKET INFORMATIO
INFORMATION

Trade related information sent by partnering Chambers , Sri Lankan Missions and other sources
such as retailers , whole sellers and import houses are disseminated to members.

AUDITORIUM FACILITIES

Provides Auditorium Facilities to members as well as non-members to conduct meetings,
workshops and training programs.

LINKING OF PRODUCERS WITH MEMBER

The Chamber has a programme to link producers of agricultural fisheries and many other
products especially from the Northern Province with member exporters of the Chamber, to
facilitate marketing of their products in International Markets.

SUPPORTS SME'S UNDER THE 'ASPIRING E

The Chamber has a special 'ASPIRING Exporters' Programme to support SME's with Export
Potential, providing free advisory services and specific assistance for a period of one year, to
develop them to be future exporters.
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INFOTAINMENT

Catalyzing Success: Countries' Industrial Strategies in the
New Era of Clean Technology Manufacturing.

he global landscape of industrial

production is undergoing a seismic

transformation, ushering in a new
age defined by clean technology
manufacturing. As environmental
concerns intensify and sustainability
takes center stage, nations worldwide
are recognizing that the key to success
lies in the alignment of their industrial
strategies with these transformative
trends.

**The Clean Technology Revolution™*

Clean technology manufacturing, characterized by its focus on minimizing environmentalimpact and resource
depletion, is propelling industries toward a more sustainable future. Industries spanning renewable energy,
electric vehicles, and waste reduction are embracing this shift, driven by the imperative to address climate
change and ecologicaldegradation.

*"Industrial Strategies as Pillars of Progress™*

The crux of this transformation lies in countries' industrial strategies, which must pivot to prioritize clean
technology adoption. Such strategies offer a roadmap for economic growth that harmonizes with environmental
stewardship, positioning nations on the frontline of sustainable development.

**Strategic Blueprint for Sustainability**

By integrating clean technology manufacturing into their industrial strategies, countries can steer economic
growth in a direction that aligns with ecological well-being. To achieve this, governments must introduce
incentives that encourage industries to adopt eco-friendly practices, ultimately creating a competitive edge in
the global marketplace.

**Investing in Innovation™

The heart of successful clean technology manufacturing is innovation. Industrial strategies should earmark
significant investments for research and development, fostering collaboration between academia, industry, and
research institutions. This approach can drive the creation of cutting-edge clean technologies, propelling
nations to the forefront of sustainable industrialization.

**Regulations and Supportive Policies™

Governments play a pivotalrole in setting the stage for clean technology manufacturing to flourish. Well-crafted
regulatory frameworks, coupled with tax incentives and grants, can stimulate industries to transition to
sustainable practices. These measures not only signal governments' commitment to environmental
preservation but also empower businesses to adopt greener strategies.

**AHolistic Approach™*

Successful industrial strategies extend beyond economic considerations. Education and workforce
development are crucial, ensuring that a skilled workforce is equipped to drive the clean technology revolution.
Furthermore, fostering public-private partnerships and developing robust infrastructure, such as renewable
energy grids and recycling facilities, underpins the seamless integration of clean technologies into the industrial
landscape.

“*Pioneering Examples™

Leading nations are already showcasing the potential of this shift. Germany's "Energiewende" prioritizes
renewable energy, while China's green development strategy highlights a commitment to eco-friendly
industries. These examples underscore the profound impact of strategic industrial planning in shaping a
sustainable future.
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